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Operational Highlights  

• In January, partners continued to transport relief items into Tigray along the three corridors that reopened on 15 

November 2022.  

• Airlift operations have also continued in the past month, with 7.4 mt of health and nutrition items airlifted on behalf of 

three partners from Addis Ababa to Mekelle. 

• Commercial flights to Tigray continue to operate three times a week since the resumption of the flight on 28 December 

2022, with regular flights from Addis Ababa to Mekelle. UNHAS operated passenger flights twice a week, both to Mekelle 

and to Shire from Addis Ababa. 

• In January, a total of 14 Logistics Cluster coordination meetings were held in Addis Ababa, Mekelle, Bahir Dar and Shire 

in which 51 partners participated.  

• The Logistics Cluster published 15 information management products in January 2023. The Logistics Cluster conducted 

a survey to understand partners’ need for capacity strengthening in 2023.  

 

Background 

• The accessibility of humanitarian cargo to Tigray through the three humanitarian corridors continued to show significant 

improvement. From July 2021 to November 2022, the only accessible inland corridor to Tigray was via Afar (Semera to 

Mekelle). Since November 2022, humanitarian partners have been able to use three corridors: Semera-Mekelle, Gondar-

Shire (via Humera) and Kombolcha-Mekelle. 

• With the support of humanitarian partners informing the Logistics Cluster of the safe arrival of humanitarian cargo to 

Tigray, the Logistics Cluster was able to provide the humanitarian community with a snapshot of the humanitarian cargo 

arriving in Tigray since the resumption of movement on 15 November 2022.1  

• Between 15 November and 31 January 2023, 142,600 mt of humanitarian cargo on behalf of 36 organisations were 

reported by partners as arrived in Tigray, representing 3,503 trucks and 28 fuel tankers carrying 1,069,789 litres of fuel. 

Most of the confirmed arrived cargo as of 31 January reportedly used the Semera-Mekelle corridor (113,800 mt) followed 

by the Gondar-Shire corridor (19,200 mt) and finally the Kombolcha-Mekelle corridor (9,600 mt). 

• The smooth movement of cargo to Tigray continues to be support by the Ethiopia Disaster Risk Management Commission 

(EDRMC) who issues required Support Letters to partners trucks carrying relief items to Tigray. To this end and as 

requested by the EDRMC, the Logistics Cluster is consolidating all partners’ requests for Support Letters. In the past 

month, the issuing of EDRMC Support Letters was timely, with the turnaround time of Support Letters being usually under 

24 hours. 

 
1 The reported arrival figures are based on partners’ reports received by the Logistics Cluster. Partners are encouraged to report their truck 
arrivals in Tigray by writing to ethiopia.humanitarianconvoys@wfp.org. The weight of the cargo reflects the total capacity of the trucks 
submitted for EDRMC Support Letter. 
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• In January, a total of 20 letters were submitted to EDRMC, representing a total of 1,118 trucks carrying 45,298,187 mt of 

humanitarian cargo and six fuel tankers with 241,972 litres of fuel.  

• Access to Tigray via air also continued in January with passenger flights to Mekelle operated by commercial transporters 

resuming on 28 December 2022 as well as and UNHAS-operated passenger and cargo flights to Mekelle and Shire.  

Coordination and Information Management 

• In the current context in Northern Ethiopia, the Logistics Cluster aims to focus further on partner capacity strengthening 

in 2023. To this effect, the Logistics Cluster conducted a survey among its partners to understand their training needs, 

and to draft a training agenda for 2023.  

• A total of 31 partners participated in the survey. The topics of trainings highlighted by the respondents were (i) transport 

and dispatch planning, (ii) warehouse management, (iii) food management and quality control, (iv) fumigation, (v) 

temperature-sensitive logistics and (vi) MSU installation and dismantling. In terms of regions in which partners would like 

to see trainings, the results were as followed: (i) Addis Ababa, (ii) Tigray, (iii) Afar and (iv) Amhara. 

•  In January 2023, the Logistics Cluster held a total of 14 coordination meetings in Addis Ababa, Mekelle, Bahir Dar, and 

Shire in which 51 partners actively participated. 

• The Logistics Cluster also published 15 information management products. 

• The Logistics Cluster conducted an end of year survey in January in order to gather feedback from its partners. A total of 
36 partners have taken part in the survey, and the survey results will be shared with partners in the coming month. 

Common Logistics Services  

• Storage and transportation services were available to partners through the seven logistics hubs active in Ethiopia.  

Storage 

• In January 2023, the Logistics Cluster received 2,483 m3 of humanitarian supplies on behalf of eight partners for storage. 
The cargo was received in Afar (72%), Oromia (22%), Tigray (4%) and Addis Ababa (2%). 

• Most of the cargo received consisted of Food Security items (72%), Health (26%), Shelter and WASH (2%).  

• As of 31 January 2023, the closing stock at hand consisted of 4,345 m3 of humanitarian supplies on behalf of 19 partners 

across the Logistics Cluster-facilitated warehouses in Adama, Addis Ababa, Gondar, Semera, Mekelle, and Shire.   
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Graph: Cargo received for storage (m3) in January2023 by category of product 

 
Source: The Logistics Cluster (Relief Item Tracking Application – RITA) 

 

Road and Air Transport 

• A total of 719 mt of humanitarian cargo on behalf of 18 partners were transported by Logistics Cluster-facilitated trucks, 

destined for three regions (Tigray, Amhara, and Somali).  

• The majority (62%) of the cargo was destined for Tigray, (27%) for Amhara, and (11%) destined for Somali. 

• In addition to access to inland transportation solutions, the Logistics Cluster continued the facilitation of access to airlift 

services. In January, 7.4 mt of Health cargo on behalf of three partners were airlifted from Addis Ababa to Mekelle. The 

process for accessing the airlift of cargo to Tigray remained the same, with the requirement of securing line approval 

support letters and clearances from relevant authorities. The decrease in demand for airlifts can be explained by the fact 

that the process to transport items via inland transport is more efficient than the process to access airlift services. Indeed, 

the airlift items, partners need to secure several authorities clearance, as well as go through a lengthy clearance process 

at Bole Airport. 

• The graph below shows the type of products transported during the reporting month. Most of the items consisted of 

Shelter (41%), Food Security (36%), WASH (7%), Nutrition (5%), Education (3%), Health (2%), Logistics (2%), Protection 

(2%), and CCCM and General Program (2%). 

Graph: Cargo transported (MT) in January 2023 by category of product 

 
 

Source: The Logistics Cluster (Relief Item Tracking Application – RITA) 
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Ethiopia – Physical Road Constraints Map  

 

 
 

 
 

 

Contacts 

 

Andrea Rosales Logistics Cluster Coordinator andrea.rosales@wfp.org 

Pamela Onyango Logistics Cluster Deputy Coordinator pamela.onyango@wfp.org 

Mustapha Kemokai  Logistics Cluster Operations Manager mustapha.kemokai@wfp.org 

Hannah Bamberger  Information Management Officer hannah.bamberger@wfp.org 
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